{ DQUARTERE 306TH BLUBARDIENT a (W) ———F

“office of the Intelligence Officer f
) United States Forcus

APO 557, .

10th January, 1945

SUBJECT: Intelligence larrative .
Misgion: GYINICH, 1Oth January, 19L45.

70 s Coamanding Officer, 3C6th Bombardnent Group ).

1. Narrative ' :

) 306th flen 38 a/c -including 4 PPF, 1 Uee H and 2 spares as LOth n3»,

" Route was {lown approximately as briefed except betmeen 1.V and target, where a
wide swesping turn was made over center of Cologre, due Lo other formations forcini
Group off its Gee H run thres times. Znglish coust 51451-0109%, 1118} hours; Del-
glan coast 51131-0252E, 1149 hours; I.P. 50395:-0808:, 1304 hourss 504,3;1=-074555
5056N-0720E; target 1319; Ostend 1421 hours; Clacton 1452 hours; base 1cl3 hours.

: "~ #wo PFF operated satisfactorily; lead and deputy luad PIF afc are ¥IA.

. Gee H enuipment went out in middle of bowb rumn. ,

§CS-51: 15 a/c report csfinite returns fron $CH-51 beacons, the strongest
returns coming froa i and Z beacons, although Y guve suflicient indicatlon tnat it
was in operation. - , .

' . Buckeye white and Maypole did not take off, according to & zBssage re-
ceived by radio operators. Buckeye Blue reported Lhal he could pinpoint himself on
river and west of Rhine, but that 1t was 1C/10 to east of ihinso. ' .

2. . Figp_t:er Ogoositibn and Pightor Suopo rt
- “There was no fightar op_position.

' Fo fighter support wus seen.

3. A.A. Gun Firs . ' .

Yoderate to intense, accurate A.A. fire, tricking group visually in
Cologne area. 4.\, fire knocked down deputy leader, hit epgine of lsader, who had
to leave formaticn later, knocked out engine on low Jeader, and wounded bompardior
of lom deputy. Damage: Lead, 5 4IA {3 believed suve), § severe, 2 slighl; low, 3
severs, 1 slight, 6 92nd a/e damage unknown; High; 1 severe, 4 elight. -2 spare
305th a/e demage unknown. Cae H schip danajge severc.

. be Bombing :

: - Group leader was hit over taprgst and did not return to base although be-
1ieved safe.. Gee H crew in #3 positicn rejorts that ther Loox over before I.P. and
started Cee H run, preserving group forzation. Cn run gQroup wWas interfersd with -
three different times by other grolps cenlng freo ieft, forcing thea to right each
time and over center of Cologne, under visual conditicns. Gee H went out and lead
took oveor, starting visual run on primary on heading of 24,0 instsad of 309 as
briefed. On run, lead and deputy lead were hit, as well as 3 other a/c in lead
squadron. No pictures available froa lead. - :
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D-A-1
HouX{UARTITES 3060H BOBARRGNT GROL  (H)
. Office of the Intelligence Officer
e . United States Forces

w iPQ 557
‘ 13 January, 1945

SUBJECT: A/C in Distress

TO : S-4 Section, 306th Bombardaent Group (H)
' Attention: MHajor VRNABLLE

1, Following is information on A/C in distress as reported on 10 January,
1945, Since that time all crews except Lt. Mattson have reported.

a, A/C 076-U, pilot MeKinney, LOth "B" leader, had engine knocked out
by A.A. fire over Coliozne, peeled off in friendly territory about 1327, under
control, One crew reports hearing this A/C ask for laading instructisns and
“report that he had only three engines,

be A/C L46-A, pilot Mattson, LOth "3" doputy, was hit in AL and £2
" enrines about 2 minutes Before bombs away, Last sean about 2,000 feet helow

forration burning and lo.,ing &)titude, 23though he appeared to be under c-ontrol. .
One chute reported, , :

c. A/C 287-V, pilot Pearce, was hit near radio room apout 1313, No
f.. res, started lagging behind, lio chutns reported,

(W . d. AfC 250-N, pilot Hat.h.way, had #2 engine burst into flames at
Woombs away, No chutes obseérved.

e. 4f/C 557-Y, pilot Reinhart, was reported to have been with formation
over France about 1330, but did not return to base,

JOHN A. BAIRNSFATIER,
Ma jor, AC,
Group S~2. : ‘
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GYMRNICH, GERMANY.

‘ wmime HISSION IOADING LICT =mwwe
SQUADRON 367th _NISSION MGEER___282  DaATE 10 January 1945.
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onn Beaboy | Gty Uwﬁwﬁa‘lm«ﬂ’/‘“"mru-caoz?l Yes_1
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